CURRENT ISSUES OF LEGAL EDUCATION 
AT HO CHI MINH CITY UNIVERSITY OF LAW 
AND HOW IT CONTRIBUTES 
TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES OF VIETNAM

1. GENERAL INTRODUCTION OF HCMC UNIVERSITY OF LAW

· Origin of HCMC University was a branch of Hanoi Law University, which was established in HCMC in 1987.
· In 1996, on the basis of a merge between that branch and Law Faculty of HCMC University, HCMC University of Law was established and running as a member of the National University of HCMC.
· Over 12 years (1987 – 2000), HCMC University of Law has a national reputation in both teaching and legal research. Therefore, it was awarded Labor Order (Second Degree) and then detached from the National University of HCMC. It became an institute belonging directly to the Ministry of Education and Training of Vietnam.
· Nowadays, HCMC University of Law has 2 campuses: the first in District 4 and the second in Thu Duc District. All of these campuses have lecture halls with capacities of 400 – 500 students, teaching rooms with capacities of 100 students, libraries, administration offices, language teaching and computer rooms.
· Starting from January 2005, a 12-storey air conditioned building is in the process of construction at the first campus. This project is expecting to be completed in the end of 2006. The building will have a total area of 8,800m2 used for training, researching, seminars, international conferences, professional and administrative activities. That building is designed to have a Library with modern facilities and also an Electronic Library and Information Center. Thanks to the support of SIDA, our Library now and in the future is the only facility in the South of Vietnam that has access to various electronic legal databases such as Westlaw, Lexis and other rare facilities. Equipped with Internet connection, the Library is planning to develop the first Vietnamese legal electronic library and the best services for any researcher.
· As of August 2005, the total number of lecturers and staff of HCMC University of Law is 246, in which there are 150 lecturers. Our lecturers and staff have a significant number of good qualification, such as:
+ 98 bachelors

+ 89 masters

+ 20 Ph.Ds

+ Besides, there are 18 lecturers who are in PhD programs and 40 lecturers in LL.M programs in Vietnam or overseas

(Source: Statistic on 26 August 2005 of Personnel-Administrative Department of HCMC University of Law)

2. CURRENT ISSUES OF LEGAL EDUCATION AT HCMC UNIVERSITY OF LAW

· HCMC University of Law has 6 Faculties:

· Faculty of Fundamental Science: is responsible to teach our students fundamental science subjects, namely logic, philosophy, Marxism-leninism, foreign languages, psychology, sociology and many other scientific subjects relevant to the further legal education.
· Faculty of Trade Law: is one of the largest faculties of the University. It is divided into three departments: economic law; banking, tax and finance law; land law and environmental law.
· Faculty of Civil Law: divided into three departments: civil law and labour law; marriage and family law; civil procedural law
· Faculty of Criminal Law: divided into three departments: criminal law; criminology; criminal procedural law
· Faculty of Administrative Law: divided into three departments: constitutional law; theories on history and law; administrative law
· Faculty of International Law: divided into three departments: public international law; private international law; comparative and international trade law
· LL. B program: is a four-year undergraduate program. A LL.B curriculum comprises of two phases. The first phase is the one year fundamental science curriculum. The second phase is the three year legal studies, in which students will be divided into five legal faculties as above mentioned. All students will study similar compulsory courses (60 credits), and the students from each faculty will study optional courses from such faculty (130 credits). The students must complete 190 credits required for four years (each credit counts for 15 hours of classes).
· LL.M program: is a two year postgraduate part-time program. Our University offers LL.M in four disciplines: criminal law; criminology and crime investigation; economic law; and administrative law. A LL.M student must complete 83 credits, which are allocated among 16 subjects, such as foreign language, science research methodology, teaching methodology, philosophy, information technology, state and law, advance courses in administrative law, criminal law and economic law. Each student must also complete a LL.M thesis to fulfill the requirement of a LL.M degree.
· PhD program: is a three year research program, comprises of two phases: topic research and PhD thesis. In the first phase, each PhD student must complete three research papers, to be counted as 6 credits. In the second phase, the student must submit a PhD thesis, which shows new contribution to the general knowledge and independent research capacity of the researcher. 
3. CONTRIBUTIONS OF HCMC UNIVERSITY OF LAW TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES OF VIETNAM
· As of February 2005, the student population consists of 12,111 undergraduates (including 4,652 fulltime (regular) students, 4,646 part-time (irregular) students, 2,391 students learning for 2nd bachelor (LL.B) degree, 399 students following a crash course in, 23 students of proposing system. Besides, there are 237 post-graduate students (232 in LL.M program, 5 in PhD program)
· Every year, HCMC University of Law admits about 900 fulltime students, 1,100 part-time students, and more than 900 students for 2nd degree. Thus, our University admits in total about 3,000 undergraduate students and produces a similar number of bachelors of laws each year. This number shows that HCMC University of Law is one of the two largest law schools in Vietnam. (Nowadays, there are 11 universities offering LL.B program with 9,000 bachelors graduating from them each year in Vietnam. So HCMC University of Law produces 33% of that number).
· As a LL.B, a person can work for many different organizations, such as:

+ People’s Councils, People’s Committees;

+ People’s Courts, People’s Prosecution Offices;

+ Police, Enforcement Offices, Inspection Offices, Departments of the local and central government, Customs Offices;

+ Legal divisions of domestic and foreign owned enterprises, Law Firms, Research Institutes,…
+ Become a lawyer (attorney at law)

+ Lecturers

+ Can keep managerial positions at enterprises, or run business themselves

4. CONCLUSION

· Requirements: HCMC University of Law has to satisfy current requirements of Vietnam society. There are two main requirements: quantity and quality. In the requirement of quality, professional knowledge, practical skills and professional legal moral (ethic) are included.
· Favorable conditions:
+ Investment of the State
+ International aids and cooperation
· Difficulties:
+ Infrastructural and economic conditions

+ Shortage of quantity of lecturers

+ Laws are changed and supplemented quickly

· Solutions:
+ Proper and effective use of economic investment and aid
+ Increase number of lecturers

+ Improve qualification of lecturers in both legal professional knowledge and teaching methodology

